


The global Internet Governance Forum

• IGF was initiated as a direct result of the UN World Summit on the 
Information Society – WSIS established by the United Nations 
• held first in Geneva in 2003 and then in Tunis in 2005.
• The IGF is an international arena for discussion and cooperation in areas 
relating to the development of the information society, Internet 
governance and issues facing the Internet as a whole. 
• The IGF is not a decision-making body but rather a forum at which the 
problems defined and approaches discussed can be formulated into 
public, international or national policies and presented to other bodies, 
whether to those within the UN or to other international organisations or 
governments, for their consideration.

http://www.intgovforum.org/
http://www.wsis.org/
http://www.wsis.org/


• primary infrastructure and global regulations for 
management of primary resources

• cybersecurity, cyber conflict, cybercrime, child safety;
• access to information and knowledge (digital media, 

intellectual property rights);
• the economy (e-commerce, taxation, the gig 

economy, labour rights);
• human rights (freedom of speech, privacy and 

anonymity, hate speech and violence, content policy, 
ethics);

• development (universal access, education and digital 
literacy, emerging technologies, e-governance and 
services, e-health);

• regulatory aspects 



• representatives from many countries (both developed and developing), 

• representatives of the business sector (companies such as Telefonica, Microsoft, CISCO, Google), 

• technical communities (ICANN, RIPE NCC, CERTs), 

• networks of non-governmental organisations (such as EDRI, ISOC and APC), 

• international organisations and institutions (such as the European Parliament, the Council of Europe, UNESCO, 
OECD, ENISA) and 

• telecoms regulators (such as the FCC, NTRA, NPT, OFCOM). 



• Large number of national and regional IGF initiatives (NRIs) have also 
been established. The European process, known as the European 
Dialogue on Internet Governance (EuroDIG) has existed since 2008.

https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/national-and-regional-igf-initiatives
https://www.eurodig.org/about/background/
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